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Becoming a Montessori Parent

There are seven simple
steps to becoming a Montes-
sori parent. When we say
simple we
they are not challenging. It is
a lot like the definition of bull
riding. iThe
the bull between you and the
ground. ofi WBiti cimgh |
lenging.

The first step to becoming a
Montessori parent took place
when you enrolled your child
in a Montessori program.
That in itself is a challenge.

i
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decision? You go to step two.
You begin to understand the
core philosophy of what Mon-

d o n Otessorinseakhaboutt h a t

Fortunately,

to be a good Montessori par-
ent . (You
how to manipulate all of those
materials and
to keep fifteen children from
climbing the walls.)

The most significant Montes-
sori concept is to respect the
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train our children but we
need to train
to destroy that

in the nature of our children.

your child. Your child is not a

d o n 0 tblank slateeThey are akeaady w

imbued with the unique char-
yactaristicd @fnwho thdy are.e
The artistic bent is already
there. The math bent is al-
ready formed. The leader,
the follower, the giver the
taker, the extrovert, the intro-

Most of wus wer ehild i can alnastelearithe waer t are alrea
Montessori school. The wheel s t ur ni ng yodrOchild.c Right e left
whole concept is foreign and respect my child, | love them handed, right or left brained
takes a bit of couragetostep very much t hat @realreattyjormed. hav e
out of the norm and our com- them in Montessori, | wantthe So how do you cooperate
fort zone. best for them. dwithOhature? ¥aumeceme gro u
love them 7 but respect is observer. That is the next

We may have chosen the
program
like our school experience
(which is why we chose it.)
Or we chose it because we
saw something unique in a
Montessori child we knew.
Or we were just plain lucky
and stumbled on to a Mon-
tessori school and were fas-
cinated by what we saw.

Even then we had to deal
with the
so great, how come
whol e wor |l d
outside the door to en-
roll ?0 (Which
question Montessorians keep
wondering about too!) But
you made a complex and
challenging decision to be-
come a Montessori parent.
And here you are. So how do
you get the best out of your

the

different. Respecting the child

b e ¢ a u sigfirstj td respecathemature of

children. Children are not mini
adults waiting to be molded.
They are like tadpoles and
caterpillars that have their
own form and function of life
waiting to become what they
are intended to be. We are
often impatient for them to
become
realize that childhood T with
its curiosity, playfulness,

g u e s t megsimess aid dl i i pait of

the process of them trans-

i domdng thdmseives dinto uhe

adults they will become. We
haves to relspgect thatspeeess |
which doesnot
ways get to do what they
want.

One of the operative words in
Dr .
word

fitraino.

because

Mont essor i bhse awr iytoiun gs aiys,

step in becoming a Montes-
sori parent T you train your-
self to observe.

What does your child gravi-
tate to? What gives them
great joy? What occupies
them endlessly? These are
all clues to who you child is
becoming. You are fortunate
thatw gou Haven @t trained
hel per in your
sori teacher. Your next par-
ants conference should ask
more than what has she
done but who do you see her
becoming. It is hard to coop-
erate with nature if you are
m aware ofhtleeynatuael of
your child.

Our third step is to become
their champion. | know. |

Wé eido oleaendpitom .
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y oTine sdcom part of heapeceis t o
0 becoene & Mdntessoti teactkee etqrespect the personality of
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Becoming a Montessori Parent

And so you do. But are their goals your
goals? Translation: Do you have goals
for them that do not take into account
who they are. (There are many jock fa-
thers who do not have jock sons.) Yes,
you have many wonderful goals for them
to be caring and loving, honest and faith-
ful, upright, truthful, etc 7 and these are
worthy, significant and meaningful goals
which they should attain to. But the ex-
pression of their lives i career, vocation,
work 1 is best met and fulfilled according
to their gifts.

When your five
be a fireman. 0 He
| at est book or

seen. However, if you continue to ask
the why questions,
that would be a good job? Why do you
think that you
may discover that you child is not drawn
just t the excitement but to the fact of
wanting to help people or he likes the
aspect of being part of a team.

All are important clues to his personality.
Your child needs you to champion and
encourage his personality (especially, if
it is different than yours.)

The fourth step is to practice what they
learn at school i grace and courtesy.
Please and thank you, may |, excuse
me, please forgive me and a host of
other considerations practiced (and

Student Reporter

Each Month we will

Sunny: Well |,
see...getting my notebook!!

be featuring a
different student

reporter to give us a notebook for?

Catherine: What is the

dcont 6d.

modeled) at home will go a long way to
giving your child every advantage in life.
People respond favorably to a child with
great manners.

Fifth , practice independence. Independ-
ence is the ability to be self-governing
and that comes from making choices,
living with the consequences and having
responsibilities. As often as possible
give your <children

want for breakfast,
you want two spoonfuls of carrots or
one?0 (Dondt of fer

accomplish T making their beds, putting
dirtWéiothes thahe I5uadiy, dishied imtke
dishwasher, etc. Chores build responsi-

w 0 u | bility; regpansibylity buildsaiidébéndence; u

independence builds confidence.

Sixth, give them the gift of time. Give
them time to accomplish their chores.
Give them time to be children. Give them
time to breath. Give them your time.

Seventh, practice humility. They have a
lot to learn from you. What is easy for
you as an adult is mystifying and beyond
challenge for them. Let your words be
seasoned with grace. Look for the good
in what they do. Their motives are often
pure; their actions imperfect. Yet, we

Sunny: (giggl es)
| et ocyte, but she bites really
hard!

Catherine: This is gonna
be in the newsletter, so is
there anything you want

chil dos per s gung tForWriing.0 f all of the parents to know?
Elan Vital. Catherine: How is it spe- Sunny: Ummmmeé . | e
cial? me thinkéThat
ers are cool.

Catherine: How old are
you?
Sunny: | dm 5.
Catherine: What is your

favorite part of school so
far?

Sunny: That it has a man
fishing and he looks like
my dad, so | think of my
dad.

Catherine: What do you
think of Penelope?
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have a lot to learn from them also.

And when you are wrong (when, not if)
practice
forgive

humi |
|t wi

t he
me . O

thority or their respect for you. It will

teach them one of the great lessons of
life 7 when

you fail,

relationship, school, career or life T
own the failure and start over again i

donsucteedeagother gaywh a t
cereal
Becoming a Montessori parent is to

do

or eggs?o

ity
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n o

whet h

you
fiDo

kecpme thedeast paremteyquean beh e r e

year aoled nwaycshoifcleswaniDot Oy ou
mahey sayeno arel fydu &sente itherg any- h e
t el eway.)Givedydur childrenghodnheyncand s

fiThere is no limit to the equipment

of the 'Children's Houses' because

the children themselves do every-

thing. They sweep the rooms, dust

and wash the furniture, polish the

brasses, lay and clear away the

table, wash up, sweep and roll up

the rugs, wash a few little clothes,

and cook eggs. 0

Dr .

-- Maria Montessori,

Mont essori 6s
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Primary News

Hello Primary Families!

We have had an amazing start to this
school year. Normalization has been a
huge success and we have already
switched over to our regular daily sched-
ule. The children are working together
beautifully for a full two and a half hour
period in the morning! We are attributing
this to the wonderful job our families are
doing in preparing the children for school.
There has been a normal amount of
separation anxiety but that has already
vastly improved. The children are enter-
ing the classroom and working with grace
and confidence! This has given us high
hopes for a happy and successful school
year.

Tote bags and folders are a huge hit! It is
precious when the children show us their
art and then say, " I'm going to put this in
my tote bag". Please check the folder
with your child each day. You will see a
lot of coloring, perforating and snipping.
Please know that even our coloring work
has a lot of steps involving preparation,
sequencing and cleaning. They have a

Elementary News

Elementary Parents,

We've had a great start to the school
year! The students seem to be

adjusting well to the new schedule and
are doing very well with writing their own
work plans. Many students are already
finishing their work plans during the three
hour morning work period. | am very
excited to see the children's interest in
learning!

During the next few weeks, we will be
working on independence in the class-

lot to be proud of!

We use a lot of the same messages in the
Primary classroom. We wanted to give
you some examples of things that your
child is hearing here at school each day.

- " Please walk away. " This is a kind way
of letting each other know that we need
some time alone and would like to work by
ourselves. We always remind the children
that watching is an important part of learn-
ing, but they have the right to work by
themselves.

- " You may not touch my work. " We have
a rule in our classroom that you may not
touch other peoples work. You may watch
with your eyes but never touch. If your
friend gives you a message to walk away,
you must do so.

- " Please listen to my message." We urge
the children to solve simple issues with
their friends by themselves. If a child gives
a friend a message, ( "you may not touch
me", "l do not like that", "please walk
away" ) and the child does not listen right

room (relying on themselves and other
students more and the teacher less).

A few reminders:

1. Each child writes their work plans in
their Friday Book on Friday. It is very im-
portant that the Friday Books return to
school each Monday (or the first day of
the school week) so the children know
their work schedule.

2. All students need to have indoor
shoes. Indoor shoes help keep the class-
room neat, help protect feet, and make
the children more comfortable inside.

away we urge them to remind their friend
to please listen and repeat the message.
After that they know they may come to us
for more help.

We are looking forward to Parent educa-
tion night and the barbecue! We spend so
much time with your children and have a
special relationship with each of them.
We LOVE when we are able to converse
with their parents. It is a vital part of our
relationship in your child's education.

Contact us with any feedback of how your
child is doing and never hesitate to ask
questions!

Peace,
Katie and Catherine

P.S. Molly and Jenn have been an amaz-
ing addition to our teaching family. Their
knowledge and love for the children
abounds. We are so thankful to have
them with us!

3. Please remember sharing

days. Sharing allows the children to
practice public speaking. Please let me
know if you have a conflict

with your scheduled sharing day so that
we can make accommodations.

I'm very excited for the school
year! Please let me know if you have
any questions.

Thanks!
Erin Rice
erice@elanvitalmontessori.org
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