[image: image2.png]>Elan Vital Montessori School

5228 Perkins Road ~ Baton Rouge, LA 70808 ~ 225.767.6620 ~ www.elanvitalmontessori.org






[image: image1.png]



Élan Vital Montessori School 

Packet for Admission
2012-13
Packet for Admission


What is Montessori Education?
3
Ten Qualities of a Montessori Education
3

The Toddler Community (18 months- 3 years)
3-4
The Primary Community (3- 6 years)
4-5

The Elementary Community (6 – 14 years)
5
Montessori in the Home
6
Common Misconceptions about Montessori Education
6-7
Tuition and Fees
8
Application for Admission
9-13
What is Montessori Education?

Montessori education builds on the continuing self-construction of the child.  Although Montessori schools are divided into multi-age classrooms (infant/toddler- ages 0 to 3, preschool- ages 3 to 6, lower elementary-ages 6 to 9, upper elementary- ages 9 to 12, and middle school- ages 12 to 15), the prepared environments introduce an uninterrupted series of learning passages, a continuum. 

The prepared Montessori environments along with their physical dimensions, desired outcomes, and documented results, carefully reflect the natural learning characteristics of the child at each stage of development.  In Maria Montessori’s metaphorical language, “the successive levels of education must conform to the successive personalities of the child.”

The prepared environments and the role of the teacher in the classroom distinguish Montessori from other educational approaches.  For example, independent activity constitutes about 80% of the work while teacher-directed activity accounts of the remaining 20%.  The reverse percentages are generally true for traditional education.  The special environments enable children to perform various tasks, which induce thinking about relationships.  The prepared environment also offers practical occasions for introducing social relationships through free interaction.  The logical, sequential nature of the environment provides orderly structures that guide discovery:  Theorems are discovered, not presented; spelling rules are derived through recognition of patterns, not merely memorized.  Every aspect of the curriculum involves creative invention and careful, thoughtful analysis.  In viewing learning outcomes at each Montessori level, it must be emphasized that why and how students arrive at what they know is just as important as what they know.

Ten Qualities of a Montessori Education

1. The focus is on the whole child – socially, emotionally, physically and cognitively. 
2. Carefully designed classroom environments promote interest, development of important concepts and skills, self-discipline, self-sufficiency and freedom within structure.
3. Grace and courtesy are part of the curriculum.
4. The curriculum celebrates all cultures and peoples. 

5. Students of all abilities and learning styles are welcomed.
6. The program ensures success for all students.
7. Classrooms feature multi-age groupings.
8. Teachers provide individualized instruction and play the role of guides.
9. The curriculum integrates different content areas, encouraging children to look for interrelationships and to learn to solve problems that span several areas.
10. The program is a child-centered approach that subordinates teaching to learning. 

The Toddler Community (18 months - 3 years)
Élan Vital’s Toddler Community serves children eighteen months to three years in a small and intimate group of six children and one trained staff member.  The environment conforms to the physical needs of the children, both in the size of the furnishings and in the opportunities for motor development. There is minimal furniture, maximum natural light, selected art placed low on the walls, toilets sized for very small children, and defined spaces to challenge coordination of movement. The Toddler Community has three distinct areas: 
· The movement area includes stairs and a platform; movement mat; push cart; wall bars; materials for eye-hand coordination such as threading, bead stringing, cubes on pegs, spheres on horizontal pegs, puzzles, gluing, folding; and various practical life exercises.
· The practical life area includes materials necessary for preparing and serving a snack, setting and clearing the table, sweeping, caring for plants and animals, dish washing, clothes washing, ironing, polishing, hand washing, window cleaning, flower arranging, and so on.
· The language area includes miniature objects, language nomenclature cards (parts of the body, family members, pets, components of the neighborhood, the school, and the home), books (fiction, poetry, nonfiction), spoken vocabulary enrichment exercises, and other activities including art and music experiences.
The Primary Community (3 – 6 years)
In Élan Vital’s primary classroom, children choose their work from among the self-correcting materials displayed on open shelves. Over a period of time, the children develop into a normalized community where they are working with high concentration and few interruptions. Normalization is the process whereby a child moves from being undisciplined to self-disciplined, from disordered to ordered, and from distracted to focused all through working in the controlled environment. The process occurs through repeated work with materials which captivate the child’s attention. For some children, this inner change may take place quite suddenly, leading to deep concentration. In the Montessori primary environment, academic competency is a means to an end, and the manipulatives are viewed as materials for development.

In the Montessori primary community, five distinct areas constitute the prepared environment:

· Practical life enhances the development of task organization and cognitive order through care of self, care of the environment, exercises of grace and courtesy, and coordination of physical movement.  
· The Sensorial area enables the child to order, classify, and describe sensory impressions in relation to length, width, temperature, mass, color, pitch, etc.
· Mathematics makes use of manipulative materials to enable the child to internalize concepts of number, symbol, sequence, operations, and memorization of basic facts.
· Language arts includes oral language development, written expression, reading, the study of grammar, creative dramatics, and children’s literature. Basic skills in writing and reading are developed trough the use of sandpaper letters, alphabet cut-outs, and various presentations allowing children to link sounds and letter symbols effortlessly and to express their thoughts through writing.
· Cultural activities expose the child to basics in geography, history, and life sciences.  Music, art, and movement education are part of the integrated cultural curriculum. 

The Primary environment unifies the psycho-social, physical, and academic functioning of the child. It is important to provide students with an early and general foundation that includes a positive attitude toward school, inner security and a sense of order, pride in the physical environment, abiding curiosity, a habit of concentration, habits of initiative and persistence, the ability to make decisions, self-discipline, and a sense of responsibility to other members of the class, school, and community. This foundation will enable them to acquire more specialized knowledge and skills throughout their school career.
The Elementary Community
(6 – 14 years)

The elementary program offers a continuum built on the primary experience.  The environment reflects a new stage of development and offers the following:

· Integration of the arts, sciences, geography, history, and language that evokes the cosmic imagination and abstraction of the elementary child.

· Presentation of knowledge as part of a large-scale narrative that unfolds the origins of the earth, life, human communities, and modern history, always in the context of the wholeness of life. 

· Presentation of the formal scientific language of zoology, botany, anthropology, geography, geology, etc., exposing the child to accurate, organized information and respecting the child’s intelligence and interests.

· The use of timelines, pictures, charts, and other visual aids to provide a linguistic and visual overview of the first principles of each discipline.

· A mathematics curriculum presented with concrete materials that simultaneously reveal arithmetic, geometric, and algebraic correlations.

· Montessori-trained adults who are “enlightened generalists” (teachers who are able to integrate the teaching of all subjects, not as isolated disciplines, but as part of a whole intellectual tradition).

· Emphasis on open-ended research and in-depth study using primary and secondary sources (no textbooks or worksheets) as well as other materials.

· “Going out” to make use of community resources beyond the four walls of the classroom.

As in the primary classroom, the Montessori materials are a means to an end.  They are intended to evoke the imagination, to aid abstraction, and to generate a view of work as part of our human task and purpose. The child works within a philosophical system asking questions about the origins of the universe, the nature of life, people and their differences, and so on. On a factual basis, interdisciplinary studies combine geological, biological, and anthropological science in the study of natural history and work ecology.

The program is made up of connective narratives that provide an inspiring overview in the form of the organizing, integrating “Great Lessons.” Great Lessons span the history of the universe from the big bang theory of the origin of the solar system, earth, and life forms to the emergence of human cultures and the rise of civilization. Aided by impressionistic charts and timelines, the child’s study of detail in reference to the Great Lessons leads to awe and respect for the totality of knowledge.

Studies are integrated not only in terms of subject matter but in terms of moral learning as well, resulting in appreciation and respect for life, moral empathy, and a fundamental belief in progress, the contribution of the individual, the universality of the human condition, and the meaning of true justice.

Adapted from the North American Montessori Teachers Association, 2001.

Montessori in the Home

Following are Montessori activities that can be structured for your child in the home.

· washing and drying hands and face

· cleaning nails

· combing hair

· opening and closing a door

· sitting and rising from a chair

· carrying a chair

· greetings and introductions

· putting on garments and shoes

· taking off garments and shoes

· hanging up garments

· cleaning and polishing shoes

· tying and lacing shoes

· pouring beans, rice, and water

· sorting mixed lentils

· cutting and arranging flowers

· planting seeds

· preparing soil for planting

· weeding 

· raking leaves

· walking on a balance beam

· climbing up and down a step ladder

· mopping

· dusting

· polishing glass, silver, and wood

· folding

· ironing

· washing dishes

· loading and unloading the dishwasher

· washing silverware

· window washing

· washing tables

· setting the table

· carrying a small table

· care of a book

· peeling and cutting celery

· peeling and cutting bananas

· washing and cutting apples

· peeling and cutting carrots

· peeling and cutting potatoes

· sorting buttons

· sorting nuts, bolts, and screws

· sorting and matching socks

· matching pictures

· cracking nuts

· hammering nails

· tightening and loosening screws

· stringing beads

Common Misconceptions about Montessori Education

1. Montessori is just for preschool children.

While the majority of Montessori schools in the United States are preschools, Montessori programs exist at age levels from birth to eighteen.
2. Montessori is just for special learners – the gifted or the learning-challenged. 

The methods used in Montessori schools are highly effective with both learning-challenged and gifted learners. The reason for their effectiveness, however, is that the learning environments have been designed to ensure success for all children.
3. Montessori schools are religious.

Many private American Montessori schools do have a religious orientation because it is such a common practice in America for private schools to have religious support. But Montessori itself is not religiously oriented and finds itself quite at home in public settings where religious instruction is inappropriate.
4. Montessori is only for the rich.

This misconception is due to the fact that the American Montessori movement that began in the 1950s was primarily a private preschool movement, supported by tuition. Now, however, Montessori education is available at approximately 200 public schools in the U.S. in addition to about 3,000 private schools.
5. Children in Montessori classrooms are relatively unsupervised and can “do whatever they want.”

Montessori is based on the principle of free choice of purposeful activity and freedom within limits. If the child is being destructive or is using materials in an aimless way, the teacher will intervene and gently re-direct the child either to more appropriate materials or to a more appropriate use of the material.

6. Montessori is a cult. 

Montessori is part of the educational mainstream, as evidenced by growing numbers of graduate-level programs in Montessori education (such as those at Cleveland State University and New York University) and the increasing popularity of Montessori in the public schools.

7. Montessori classrooms are too structured.

Although the teacher is careful to make clear the specific purpose of each material and to present activities in a clear, step-by-step order, the child is free to choose from a vast array of activities and to discover new possibilities.
8. Montessori is against fantasy; therefore, it stifles creativity.

The fact is that the freedom of the prepared environment encourages creative approaches to problem-solving. While teacher-directed fantasy is discouraged, fantasy play initiated by the child is viewed as healthy and purposeful. In addition, art and music activities are integral parts of the Montessori classroom.
9. Montessori classrooms push children too far too fast.

Central to the Montessori philosophy is the idea of allowing each child to develop at his or her own individual pace. The “miracle” stories of Montessori children far ahead of traditional expectations for their age level reflect not artificial acceleration but the possibilities open when children are allowed to learn at their own pace in a scientifically prepared environment. 
10. Montessori is out of date.

While appropriate changes have been made to the original Montessori curriculum (including the introduction of computers and modifications to the Practical Life exercises to keep them culturally relevant), the basic philosophy has not changed much since Dr. Montessori’s lifetime. Contemporary research and evaluation, however, seem to be confirming Montessori’s insights.
TUITION AND FEES

Application Fee: $50

Enrollment Fee: $500

Supply Fee: $100
Half-Day Classes (5 days/week) 

Toddler and Primary (PK3) 
· Full payment of $5,200 due August 1, 2012 or
· 2 equal payments of $2,650, due August 1, 2012 & January 1, 2013 or
· 10 monthly payments of $530 (with automatic draft) or $540 (without automatic draft), payable on the 1st day of each month August 1, 2012 through May 1, 2013
Full Day Classes (5 days/week)
Primary (PK3 – K), Lower Elementary (1st – 3rd), and Upper Elementary (4th)
· Full payment of $6,900 due August 1, 2012 or
· 2 equal payments of $3,525, due August 1, 2012 & January 1, 2013 or 
· 10 monthly payments of $705 (with automatic draft) or $715 (without automatic draft), payable on the 1st day of each month August 1, 2012 through May 1, 2013
Extended Care Program (offered both mornings and afternoons)  

· Monthly Fees (The Early Care fee will be waived for families requiring both Early and After Care on a monthly basis.):

· Early Care from 7:30 a.m.-8:00 a.m. is $60 per month.  

· After Care from 3:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. is $160 per month.  

· Daily Fees (Parents requiring only occasional use of Extended Care may pay on a daily basis.):

· $5 per day for Early Care until the maximum of $60 per month is reached

· $15 per day for After Care until the maximum of $160 per month is reached

Application for Admission
For Enrollment Beginning Fall 2012
Today's Date: __________________  
Application for admission to: 
	
	Toddler (8:30-11:30)
	
	
	Toddler (8:30-12:30)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Primary (half day)
	
	
	Primary (full day)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Lower Elementary
	
	
	Upper Elementary


Applicant's Full Name _________________________________________________________ Gender ___________  
The name you call your child __________________________ Date of Birth ___________________ Age _________ 
Parent 1 Name _________________________________________________ Home Phone ____________________ 
Home Address ___________________________________City _____________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Employer ________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________________ 
Work Ph _________________________ Cell Ph_________________________ Email _________________________ 
Parent 2 Name _________________________________________________ Home Phone ____________________ 
Home Address ___________________________________City _____________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Employer ________________________________________ Occupation ___________________________________ 
Work Ph _________________________ Cell Ph_________________________ Email _________________________ 
Are both parents living?    Yes     No 
If so, status of parents:     Married      Domestic Partners       Separated        Divorced 
If separated or divorced, who has custody of the child? ______________________________________ 
Child is living with:   Both Parents     Parent 1      Parent 2      Other    
	Siblings’ Names
	Ages
	Schools

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please list schools attended by your child: 
	School
	City, State
	Dates Attended
	Grade/ Age

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Has your child ever been dismissed from any school for any reason?  Yes    No 
Suspended?  Yes    No                                   Asked to withdraw?  Yes    No 
If yes, please explain: ____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have (check all that apply): 
	
	difficulty with large motor coordination?
	
	
	difficulty making eye contact?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	a hearing impairment?
	
	
	separation difficulties?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	anxiety management issues?
	
	
	an IEP (now or in the past)?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	difficulty with fine motor coordination?
	
	
	behavior management issues?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	speech/ language difficulties?
	
	
	vision difficulties?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	anger management issues?
	
	
	a medical or psychological diagnosis?


If yes, please describe what interventions you’ve found that help: ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Has your child ever been tested or received treatment for any medical, psychological, educational, or behavioral 
condition?    Yes    No 


If yes, please describe (use additional sheets if necessary): ______________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please enclose current progress reports as well as all previous assessments, documentation, and IEPs so we may 
better understand the individual needs of your child. Failure to disclose pertinent information may result in your child's dismissal from the program.
Does your child toilet independently?        Yes       No       If not, please indicate where your child is in this process: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please describe your child's typical day (i.e., schedule, who he/she spends time with, what he/she does, etc.): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Are parents out-of-town for any length of time without the child?    Yes    No 

If yes, how frequently and who cares for the child? ______________________________________________  
How would you characterize your child's temperament? _______________________________________________ 
How would you characterize your temperament(s)? ___________________________________________________ 
What is your greatest delight with this child? _________________________________________________________ 
What is your greatest challenge with this child?_______________________________________________________ 
What is your child's favorite way to socialize (e.g., large group, one-on-one, prefers grownups, prefers children, loud atmosphere, quiet atmosphere)? ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 Please tell us something further about your child that we have not asked: _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 Why are you choosing to pursue a Montessori education for your child?  __________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you in need of extended care for your child?     How often?    Daily   Occasionally 
	
	No, I do not need extended care for my child.

	
	

	
	Yes, I will need early care (7:30-8:00).

	
	

	
	Yes, I will need after care (3:00-5:30).


Which Élan Vital programs do you anticipate your child will attend in the future? (check all that apply) 
	
	Primary- Full Day
	
	
	Primary- Half Day

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Elementary 
	
	
	Middle School


How did you hear about Élan Vital Montessori School? 
	
	Élan Vital Web Site
	
	
	Internet Search

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Baton Rouge Parents Magazine
	
	
	Sign on Road

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other ____________________________
	
	
	Referred by ______________________________


A nonrefundable application fee of $50.00 is required with this application. 
I acknowledge that I have responded to these questions to the best of my knowledge and ability. I understand that 
this questionnaire is used as a tool toward serving the best interests and needs of my child and our family in Élan 
Vital's environment. 
In addition to the nonrefundable application fee, I understand that a $500.00 nonrefundable enrollment fee with a 
signed contract will be required at the time of enrollment. I also understand that once an enrollment contract is 
signed, I am financially obligated to the terms of the contract unless the school recommends withdrawal. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                         Signature of parent or guardian                                                                     Date 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
                                         Signature of parent or guardian                                                                     Date 
Please return completed application and application fee to:
Admissions
Élan Vital Montessori School
5228 Perkins Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
NOTICE OF RACIALLY NON-DISCRIMINATORY POLICY
Élan Vital Montessori admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs and activities generally accorded or made available to students at this school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in administration of educational policies, admissions policies,
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.
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